
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Services:   

8:00 a.m. ...... Rite I  
9:30 a.m. ....... Rite II 
9:30 a.m. ....... Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ....... Rite III 
11:30 a.m. ........ Spanish Service 
7:00 p.m. ...... Rite III 

Wednesday Service: 
10:00 a.m ................... Rite II 
11:00 a.m. .................. Bible Study 

 Head of Church Jesus Christ 

 Bishop  The Rt. Rev. Greg Brewer 
 
 Rector  The Rev. Tom Rutherford  
  [321-945-3958] 
  e-mail: tomrutherford@earthlink.net  
 Asst. Rector The Rev. Tracy Dugger 
  [407-201-0951] 
  e-mail: tracy.m.dugger@gmail.com  
 Deacons The Rev. Tim Wetherington 
  [407-342-4484]   
  email: Deacontim@Outlook.com 
  The Rev. Julie Altenbach 
  [407-462-8001]   
  email: juliealtenbach1@gmail.com 
  The Rev. Dr. Richard Gonzalez 
  [239-777-0369]   
  email: Rickg526@gmail.com    
 Treasurer Rodger Watson [407-814-0303] 
 
 Staff Barbara Ellerbe, Preschool Director 
  [407-654-8415] 
  Linda Ellison, Music Minister 
  Angela Lopez, Childrenõs Minister 
  Amy Paredes, Facilities Minister 
  Janie Walton, Youth Minister 
  LaVerne Woods, Parish Administrator 

 Office Hours Monday through Friday     9amñ5pm 

À À

À À

 

Easter Services 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Festival Eucharist without incense 

9:30 a.m. Festival Eucharist with incense 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Communion  
with the worship band 

11:30 a.m. Spanish Service  

7:00 p.m. Casual Communion 

mailto:juliealtenbach1@gmail.com
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Yellow Card 
Blessings 
 

Every Sunday I invite you to òFill 
out a Yellow Card to let us know 
youõre here.ó 
 
You may think: òI donõt need to do 
that. He knows who I am and that 
Iõm here.ó And youõre half right: I 
DO know who you are! But I canõt 
always see everyone, so itõs nice to 
see your card and know youõre 
here.  
 
But another reason I want you to 
fill out a Yellow Card is to harvest 
contact information from visitors.  
 
You see: most visitors HATE being 
singled out, which is why I  
NEVER ask them to stand up or 
introduce themselves to the 
crowd, and I never ask ONLY  
visitors to fill out a Yellow Card. If 
I ask ONLY visitors to do that, 
they probably wonõt. But if I ask  
EVERYONE to fill one out, and 
visitors see everyone else filling out 
one, they are more likely to fill out 
one themselves.  
 
Peer pressure can be valuable! 
 
If I get contact information, I  
contact them! I send a Visitor Pack 
with a personal Welcome Letter, 
the latest monthly Messenger, and a 
cute refrigerator magnet with our 

name and service times on it. In my 
letter, I offer to visit with them to  
answer any questions about the  
Messiah family, and if they live close 
to anyone in the Messiah family, I 
alert our folks to be on the lookout for 
their neighbor. 
 
Every week, 20-30 people turn in  
Yellow Cards 
with prayer re-
quests. I write 
each of them a 
postcard to let 
them know Iõm 
praying for them, 
and I pray for 
their  
request every day 
for a week. On the 
next Sunday, I 
give those Yellow 
Cards to one of 
our 20 folks who 
volunteered 
through the  
Messiahõs Way to 
pray for Yellow Card Requests, and 
they pray for those concerns for  
another week. 
 
The two BIGGEST reasons for Yellow 
Cards are to offer prayer and to glean 
contact information from visitors, but 
a nice additional benefit are the notes 
people write on their cards sometime 
to express their gratitude and joy at 
being in the Messiah family. Here are 
some of those from the past several 
months: 
 
òThanks so much for all the prayers, 
for the wonderful services, and for 
helping me in my faith.ó 
 
ò3 years ago, I couldnõt even dream of 
how much being part of this church 
would mean to us.ó 
 
òThank you for the tissues. I can cry a 
sea of tears, but there is a merciful  

bigger sea of tissues.ó 
 
òThank you for always making us 
feel at home here.ó 
 
(This was written in REALLY 
small letters in the blank space and 
around the outside edge of the 
card!) òThank you for our Messiah 

family. Thank you,  
Father Tom & Debbie. 
Thank you, Mother  
Tracy & Will. Thank 
you, Angela & the Lopez 
family. Thank you, Janie 
& the Walton family. 
Thank you for Julie & 
the Altenbach family. 
Thank you for Tim & 
Terri and the  
Wetherington family. 
Thank you for answered 
prayers &  
unanswered prayers. 
Thank you for all the 
Prayer Warriors. Thank 
you for all of our  

blessings known and unknown.ó 
 
It is a JOY to be your friend, pastor, 
and priest! And the Yellow Cards 
are a weekly part of that. 
 
I love you all. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Laura Cook in Uganda! 

Uganda has been very busy the 
past few months! Iõve continued 
working with Saving Grace- doing 
lots of writing, organizing, visiting 
our older kids at school, sponsor-
ship updates, interviews, and 
spending time with our kids at 
school.  
 
Iõve also made some friends and 
been able to work with some other  
Americans in the area helping to 
homeschool their kids for a week 
which has been awesome! Like a 
little slice of home in the middle of  
northern Uganda! 
 
Weõre still waiting for the 
administration building to 
be completed so in the 
meantime weõve been using 
the office in the preschool 
building and one of the  
bonuses of that set up is  
the constant call of MUNO 
MUNO MZUNGU  
(all variations of white  
person) throughout the 
day.  
 
Iõve had lots of requests for 
following along with this 
journey! If youõd like to  
follow you can find me at 
any of the places below: 
 
Blog: onawhimwith-
lo.blogspot.com 
 
Email: 
L.Cook003@gmail.com 
 
 
Love you all and am so very 
thankful for your love and 
support while Iõm in  
Uganda!!  

Hanging out with Donald- the youngest of 
our kids at 4 years old. Weõve been  

practicing taking selfies! The young one is a 
house motherõs son- Joseph and the  

closest in age to Donald at almost 2 yrs. old 

Visiting Stephen at secondary school 
on visitation day. 

 We are so proud of him!  
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the fact is that hundreds of boys are 
living on the streets of Lira. Hundreds. So 
we set out that day with Fred to walk 
the streets of Lira so he could meet this 
little one Iõd asked so much about and 
was so taken with. We walked for two 
hours around town showing his picture 
to townsfolk and street kids alike to 
spread the work that Uncle Fred was 
looking for him. I knew this was big. I 
knew that this is something I wanted 
desperately. I wanted to find him and 
introduce him to Fred. If I could just 
make that happen I knew even if he 
went right back out to the street to-
night heõd at least have someone look-
ing out for him. Someone who knew his 
name and could help him if he needed 

it. Iõd never prayed so 
hard in my life. 

The truth is I walked out 
of town that day and 
back to the house  
disappointed, we didnõt 
find Francis. 
But Francis found us. 
 
Hereõs the thing about 
Lira, [like semi-small 
towns all over the world] 
word travels fast. Francis 
got the message Fred was 
looking for him. As we 
walked around town 

looking for two hours, heõd been sitting 
at the house for an hour and a half wait-
ing for us. 

So often we limit what God can do. We 
try to make him fit into this little box in 
our minds. All I wanted was to find 
Francis. I had no 
idea what would 
come next but I 
was willing to set-
tle for an introduc-
tion between the 
two. 
 
But God showed 
up. 

That day not only 
was there an intro-
duction but Fred 
and Francis sat 
down to talk and from that Francis 

came to 
live at the 
SGU  
childrenõs 
village and 
had a 
sponsor 
from the 
U.S. will-
ing to donate his school fees for an 
entire year. He moved into the chil-
drenõs village, gained a bed, food, and 
a family, that very same day. 
 
I never could have dreamed the out-
come of that day four years ago. I was 
willing to settle with introducing 
Fred + Francis, yet God showed up, 
and when he shows up it is  
always, always better. 
 
A few weeks ago Francis was 
our #sgusponsorshipsunday kid (see 
Instagram + Facebook). I got to sit in 
and watch him learn about negative 
numbers in P.5. I got to sit with him 
and watch him studiously apply  
everything heõs learning, laugh with 
his friends and take a photo with him 
towering over me now. This kid who 
was living on the streets. This kid 
that snuck over to the school on his 
second day at SGU to copy the post-
ers off the walls into a notebook heõd 
found on the ground because he 
wanted to learn. I watched him sit in 
his own seat, in a full classroom with 
an entirely different future than the 
one mapped out before him four years 
ago. 

Francis in 2017 
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The following is from Lauraõs 
blog which tells a beautiful 

story about Francis: 
 

I met Francis four years ago when he 
was a young boy living on the streets. 
I sat with Uncle Fred and some of the 
team from the U.S. and as we ate 
lunch I asked the burning  
questions: 
How do you choose which kids to take? 
How do you make that decision? 
The decision that changes the course of lives? 
How do you keep up with it? 
What about Francis? 

That last question 
was probably the 
most burning of them 
all. Iõd met Francis 
weeks earlier while 
playing puzzles on a 
Saturday morning as 
food was prepared 
for all these boys  
living on the streets. 
After having played 
many, many puzzles 
over the course of my 
trip I realized that 
puzzle skills along 
with critical thinking 
and problem solving skills werenõt 
typical of kids in Uganda. And yet 
Francis was seriously good at solving 
these puzzles. So much so that we 
dumped multiple puzzles out all to-
gether, mixed them up and then had 
him solve them all simultaneously 
and he did it, he completed every one 
of them. I was officially impressed. 
 

Fast forward back to lunch with 
Fred and I couldnõt help but ask, what 
about Francis? I had no understanding 
of how Saving Grace worked and 
with the simplicity of a captivated 
heart wanted to know why this 
young one was still on the streets 
instead of in our childrenõs village. 
Fred honestly said he had never met 
Francis. I ran to get my camera and 
shared with Fred a snapshot Iõd  
taken while we played with puzzles. 
Fred didnõt know him. Unfortunately 

Francis in 2013 

https://www.instagram.com/savinggraceuganda/
https://www.facebook.com/sgraceuganda/
http://www.savinggraceinuganda.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/DSCN1617.jpg


 

Who Ya Gonna Call? 

LOVING GOD .............................  Leader ................................ ..............  Phone  
Acolytes .......................................................... Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Altar Guild ..................................................... Trudie Carr & Betty Morgeson ....... 407-299-2081/407-293-6912 
Building Maintenance ................................. Frank Chase ............................................................. 407-876-0308 
Childrenõs Ministry ......................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Lay Weeders Landscapers ......................... Sarah Wolfe .............................................................. 407-656-4226 
Music/Choirs/Band ...................................... Linda Ellison ............................................................ 407-417-4299 
Prayer Chain .................................................. Elise Bradford ....................................................................... 407-876-2557 
Prayer Intercessors....................................... Wally & Karen Stewart ........................................ 407-656-3956  
Technical Team............................................. Lionel Williams..................................................... 407-905-9295 
Ushers, Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors (Central Scheduling) 
 .......................................................................... Mike & Bobbie Warren ........................................ 352-241-8703 
  
  

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR .............  Leader ................................ ..............  Phone  
Christian Service Center ............................ Lynn Somers ............................................................. 407-656-2504 
Communications/Publicity ........................ Lionel Williams ....................................................... 407-905-9295 
Habitat for Humanity ................................. Bob Tate .................................................................... 407-656-3239  
Home at Last ................................................. Bill Criswell .............................................................. 407-876-2472 
Outreach ......................................................... Larry Bookééééééééééééééééééééééééé321-527-0518 
Pre-School ...................................................... Barbara Ellerbe ........................................................ 407-654-8415 
Refugee Team ................................................ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
  
  

LOVING EACH OTHER .................  Leader ................................ ..............  Phone  
Casserole Patrol ............................................ Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Coffee Hour ................................................... Kelley McRae ........................................................... 407-877-0463 
Fun & Fellowship ........................................ Anida Daniel ............................................................. 352-394-6672 
Grief Groups.................................................. Jill Brown .................................................................. 407-656-5776 
Hurricane/Disaster Response Team ........ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Kitchen Krewe .............................................. Lynn Somers ............................................................. 407-656-2504 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors .............................. Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Library ............................................................ Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 
Menõs Supper ................................................ Wally Stewart ......................................................... 407-656-3956 
Messiah Academy ........................................ Terri Wetherington ................................................ 407-455-2832 
Messiahõs Way .............................................. Doreen Stachowski ................................................. 407-358-8039 
Name Tags ..................................................... Elaina Paige .............................................................. 407-905-6217 
Newsletter & Bulletins ............................... LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Nursery/Child Care ..................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Office Angels ................................................. LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Parish Nurse .................................................. Barbara Knappman ................................................. 407-656-7854 
Pastoral Care ................................................. Mary Ann Collings ................................................. 407-222-0264 
Transportation for those who donõt drive ....... Joyce Taylor .............................................................. 407-222-1290 
Wednesday Night Bible Study. ................. Joe Wolfe .................................................................. 407-656-4226 
Womenõs Dining Club ................................ Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Youth ............................................................... Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 
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Present: Rector Tom Rutherford, Sr. 
Warden & Clerk Joyce Taylor, Jr.,, 
Marci Babione, Stacey Beck, Steve 
Borst, Don Greer, Leo Henry, Paul 
Hickman, Elaina Paige, Doreen 
Stachowski, Lionel Williams, Sarah 
Wolfe and guest Greg Chandler. 
 
Absent: Treasurer Rodger Watson 
and Jr. Warden Frank Chase. 

Vestry Door Duty for April:  
Opener at 7:30am:  Don Greer 

Closer at 1pm: Don Greer 

April 23rd Vestry Meeting Host:  
Doreen Stachowski 

 

2017 Vestry  
Marci Babione, Children & Youth 
Email: mbabione@bkc-cpa.net 

Stacey Beck, Missions & Evangelism,  
Fun & Fellowship, Connections 
Email: staceyjmb@gmail.com 

Steve Borst, Fun & Fellowship 
Email: BorstSF@gmail.com 

Frank Chase, Junior Warden 
Email: chasefe@aol.com 

Don Greer, Business & Development 
Email: dgreer3@cfl.rr.com 

Leo Henry, Worship 
Email: leoh1955@bellsouth.net 

Paul Hickman, Missions & Evangelism 
Email: phickmn@aol.com 

Paul Robertson, Properties 
Email: Paulr@cortezinc.net 

Doreen Stachowski, Missions & 
Evangelism 
Email: Stach45T@aol.com 

Joyce Taylor, Senior Warden, Clerk, 
Pastoral Care, Transportation 
Email: firecross911@aol.com 

Lionel Williams ,  
Communications & Publicity 
Email: lionelw@us.ibm.com 

Sarah Wolfe, Children & Youth 
Email: wolfejns@aol.com 

Rodger Watson, Treasurer  
Email: rodandjoh@embarqmail.com 
 
All Staff and Vestry have mailboxes 
in the front office (behind the front 
desk) with their names on them. 
You may also contact them by  
leaving a note in their mailbox. 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE NOTES 
OR MONEY ON THE FRONT DESK 
IN  THE OFFICE. 

FORMATION : Don Greer leads 
Noonday Prayer. Based on Hebrews 
13:17 and Tom Rutherfordõs questions, 
each member talked about someone 
who was an effective leader in their 
life and how they influenced them. 
 
INFORMATION :  
Vestry Ministry Team Reports:  
Outreach: Doreen Stachowski  
reports:  
 
The Outreach team decided to \con-
tinue to support the following in 2017: 
Christian Service Center, Seniors 
First, Dillard Street Elementary Part-
ners in Education, Faith Alive, Habitat 
for Humanity, Home at Last, Food 
baskets for the holidays, Walmart gift 
cards to church members in need 
(purchased from Scrip), Weõre seek-
ing an assisted living facility to serve, 
and seeking a womenõs shelter to 
serve. 
 
At this time, Habitat for Humanity is 
not working on a house. They asked 
for volunteers for Saturday, March 
18th to assist with processing appli-
cants for homes. We have two volun-
teers and possibly a third. When they 
do start building, they will let us 
know how we can help with lunch for 
the construction teams.   
 
Home at Last does not need us to help 
at this time, but will contact us if we 
can assist in the future. 
 
The Christian Service Center is in 
need of a church group to help feed 50

-60 people on the second Saturday 
and Sunday of every month.  We 
will plan on providing lunch on  
Saturday, June 10th and will place a 
note in the bulletin for volunteers to 
help cook, serve and clean up.  We 
are going to call some local restau-
rants to see if they can donate food, 
if we are unsuccessful, we may ask 
for donations of food. 
 
The Easter basket project is going 
well.  So far we need 10 baskets for 
families from Dillard Street Elemen-
tary, 4 families from within the 
church, 1 family outside the church 
and waiting to hear from one 
more. We will keep it in the bulle-
tin for another week.  A box will be 
in the Narthex so parishioners can 
start to drop off donations. 
 
The Church of the Messiah will 
have a table at the Winter Garden 
Lions Easter Egg Hunt this year.  It 
is scheduled for Saturday, April 
15th at Newton Park.  We are wait-
ing for more information and will 
share when available 
 
No others received. 
Staff Reports: 
Facility: The Facility Rental Report 
was emailed separately.  
 
Children's Ministry:  Childrenõs 
Minister Angela Lopez reports: 
Over the past month I have planned 
and promoted our Spring and Sum-
mer activities. 
 
During Spring Break, we are having 
a cooking camp. Our theme is Beau-
ty and the Beast and we will be 
making breakfast, lunch, dinner and 
snacks that are either mentioned in 
the movie or are based on characters 
from the movie. This event will be 
for kids from age 7 through high 
school and hosted by myself and 
Janie Walton. 
 



 

 

Vestry Meeting Minutes continuedé... 

P A G E  7  

In Children's Church we have moved 
on from lessons on love to zoo ani-
mals. We will learn how each animal 
has a characteristic that we recognize 
in ourselves. Our final lesson will be 
loosely comparing God to our person-
al zookeeper.  
 
Little Lessons in Lent has been going 
very well.  We have a great group that 
attends and a few young ones who 
will be trying out group activities for 
the first time with the hope of joining 
SHINE soon. 
 
SHINE Kids wrapped up their lessons 
on emotions by watching the movie 
òInside Outó and we have moved onto 
a board game series. Each week we 
will discover Jesus or a biblical truth 
in one of 12 popular board games.  
I have most of our lessons for Chil-
dren's Church and SHINE planned 
through the summer, so I can focus on 
our Easter party and VBS. I have also 
been organizing the Easter food  
baskets that the Outreach Team is 
offering. 
 
In February I chaperoned the Lift 
Tour with the Activate youth. It was a 
wonderful 2 days of fun, fellowship 
and renewal.  
 
Children of the Messiah Preschool: 
The financial report was emailed sepa-
rately. 
 
Youth Ministry:  Youth Minister Janie 
Walton reports: 
We had eight students attend the Lift 
Tour at First Baptist of Orlando on 
February 17 and 18 along with youth 
minister, Janie Walton, and Activate 
Parent Volunteers, Angela Lopez and 
Murph Borno.  
 
On Saturday, February 18, youth min-
ister, Janie Walton was part of a panel 
discussion of vibrant youth ministry as 
part of the Absalom Jonesõ Celebration 
at the Episcopal Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Maitland.   

Four Activate students along with 
youth minister, Janie Walton attended 
the Bishopõs Event at Camp Wing-
mann. There were at total of 92 at-
tendees at this event from around the 
diocese. Bishop Brewer spoke on the 
topic of prayer.   
 
We had a great turnout for the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 
28. God provided $758.00 for our sum-
mer mission trip. 
 
Activate 2.0 launched on Ash Wednes-
day, March 1 as an additional youth 
group experience during Lent beside 
the ongoing Sunday meetings. We 
begin with dinner in the Youth Hall 
followed by our lesson in the Youth 
Room. 
 
We are in fundraising mode for our 
mission trip to North Dakota this 
summer. A òYouth Mission Tripó fund 
choice was added to the churchõs 
online giving section to make it easier 
for students to receive donations from 
families and friends. 
 
Weõre playing Laser Tag outing on 
Thursday, March 16 at Extreme Laser 
Tag in Ocoee followed by a stop at 
Twistee Treat. 
 
On Sunday, March 19, weõre going to 
an Escape Room.  
  
There will be no tutoring on Sunday, 
March 19 due to OCPS Spring Break. 
 
Messiah Academy: The Financial Re-
port was emailed separately.  
 
Assistant Rector Tracy Dugger re-
ports: 
Social Media: traffic patterns and likes 
on our Facebook page indicate we are 
doing well at increasing our visibility 
among our members. Our page activity 
after increasing for several months is 
now showing cycling, more active 
weeks followed by less engagement, 
and then renewed engagement as new 

articles/information is posted. This is 
a sustainable pattern for us. As a 
church we're not likely to "go viral," 
but our information is reaching our 
members who are on Facebook.  
Latino Ministry: Father John Houk 
celebrated communion in Espanol at 
the 11:30 service on 3/9, with Tracy 
and Richard there to support. The 
service went well. Father John will 
celebrate again on 3/19 while I'm on 
vacation. We're grateful for his min-
istry and help to keep the Spanish 
service sustainable. 
 
Technology: As discussed last month 
the reliability of the new system will 
be monitored to see what if any fur-
ther improvements are needed for our 
internet infrastructure. The router 
was programmed to turn off wifi be-
tween 1am and 7am. This became a 
problem when the router would ex-
perience a failure and auto-recover its 
programming, except in the Pacific 
timezone. I temporarily fixed this by 
reprogramming the router to only 
turn off wifi until 4 am. Meaning if it 
resets to pacific standard it will still 
turn back on by 7 am EST. Reliability 
otherwise has improved.  
 
DISCUSSION (to help make a  
decision next month):   
The gas range in the Parish Hall 
kitchen  is dying, and one oven is 
dead. When we were planning con-
struction of the Parish Hall, we asked 
the architect for a commercial kitch-
en with commercial grade appliances. 
The range they supplied LOOKS like 
a commercial range, but it turns out 
to be a high-end residential range, 
which is why weõve spent almost 
$2,000 getting it serviced and re-
paired about every 6 months for the 
past 2 years: the control knobs are 
flimsy and break, the burner igniter 
wires are too close to the burners and 
melt from the heat and malfunction, 
and the interior controls are too close 
to the heat, and they melt and mal-
function. Facilities Minister Amy 



 

 

 

 Paredes researched options and prices 
to replace our stove with a truly  
commercial unit, which turns out to 
be less expensive than the one we 
have: $1988 for the same size as what 
we have. Vestry agreed to pray about 
this and make a decision at our next 
meeting. 
 
The air conditioner for the Church 
got thrown offline by a power outage 
last Sunday afternoon, and we  
couldnõt get it back on Sunday night. 
With Carol Greenõs funeral the next 
afternoon, we got R&R (our faithful 
and trusty A/C folks) out, and they 
got it going for the funeral. Glenn 
(one of the òRõsó) cautioned that the 
compressor and air handler are both 
on their way out. Theyõre 30-year-old 
Weather Kings, and both have been 
discontinued and are difficult to  
impossible to get parts for. The  
compressor has been rebuilt/replaced 
twice in the past 20 years, and there is 
oil seeping out of it now. Tom Ruth-
erford will present options and num-
bers for what it will take to replace 
them in time for our April meeting.  
 
DECISIONS (based on the Discus-
sion last month): Preschool Enve-
lopes:  The Preschool would like to 
put out envelopes to receive offerings 
on Preschool Sunday, April 23, the 
Sunday after Easter. APPROVED. 
 
MEETING MINUTES & FINAN-
CIAL REPORT: 
Minutes from the February meet-
ing: APPROVED. 
 
February Financial Report from 
Treasurer Rodger Watson:  
APPROVED. 
 
Operating Account: The monthõs 
income was $22,040.30 LESS than 
expenses, which gives us a $21,298.96 
DEFICIT for the year so far. Please 
keep praying. 
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Building Fund: Net Building Fund 
income (gifts, fundraising, and facility 
rental income, less expenses) was 
$3,336.90 MORE than the $14,709.16 
necessary to cover the mortgage, and 
it was applied to Contingency Fund 
and Reduction of the mortgageõs 
Principal. 
 
Britt Trust :  
Weõve received $127,152.64 from the 
trust that 2/3 of which were be-
queathed to us. The money is parked 
in Designated Funds, but is not in the 
February Report, because we didnõt 
receive it until early March. 
 
We have not yet received the funds 
from the trust for which we are the 
sole beneficiaries. Vestry asked Rodg-
er to contact Wells Fargo Bank to see 
what the holdup is. 
 
Tom Rutherford has gotten authori-
zations from Regions Bank that  
Deacon Tim Wetherington needs to 
manage the money in his firm. 
 
Deacon Tim Wetherington has  
resigned from the Finance Committee 
at the request of his employer, to 
erase any hint of conflict of interest as 
he manages the monies from the Britt 
gift.  
 
Meeting adjourned with prayer at 
3:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joyce Taylor, Vestry Clerk 

YEAR TO DATE REPORT 
(As of  February, 2017) 

 
Operating Income ....... $89,757.70 
Operating Expenses ... $111,056.66 
NET ............................. (-21,298.96) 
 
ALL Building Fund Income $49,960.55 
ALL Building Fund Expense $42,263.27 
NET .....................................7,698.28 
   
Contingency-Debt Reductionéé.
 ............................................. 7,698.28 
NET ............................................. -0- 
 
 
Prayer for Provision:  
Most gracious and generous  
Father, who gives us each day our 
daily bread, you have called this 
parish family to love you, to love 
our neighbors, and to love one 
another. We look to you to  
provide all the resources  
necessary to fulfill that call, 
whether they be spiritual gifts, 
human time and talents or  
material goods; Thank you for 
meeting all of our needs through 
your riches in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns now and 
for ever. Amen. 

Messiahõs  
Missionaries 
Chuck & Deborah Grunder 
worshipped at Immanuel Church-on
-the-Hill in Alexandria, VA on  
February 19, 2017. 
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Book Review by 

Helen Farnsworth 

 

This month Iõm reviewing three 
books, two of which I actually  
havenõt totally finished yet:   
Courageous Faith by Charles  
Stanley, Before Amen by Max  
Lucado, and On Calvaryõs Hill by 
Max Lucado. 
 
I finished Courageous Faith, which, 
of course, lived up to Dr. Stanleyõs 
usual high standards.  It was autobi-
ographical in nature, and highly in-
structive and inspirational on the 
subject of faith. 
 
I finished the main part of Before 
Amen.  I love the way it begins.   
(I wonder who squealed, because it 
sounds just like me!): 
òHi.  My name is Max, and I am a 
recovering prayer wimp.ó  He goes on 
to say that some belong to the 
PGAñPrayer Giants Association, 
but he belongs to the PWAñPrayer 
Wimps Anonymous.  Sometimes it 
seems as if he no sooner starts to 
pray than thoughts of other things 
interrupt the prayer!  (Boy, does that 
sound familiar!)  So he developed a 
òPocket Prayeró for use throughout 
the day: 
 
Father (or preferably òDaddyó) 
You are good 
I need help 
Heal me 
Forgive me 
They need help 
Thank You 
In Jesusõ Name. Amen. 
 

He developed this sort of as a  
response to the Lordõs admonition 
that no one would enter the King-
dom of Heaven except as a little 
child.  And he went to a school to 
observe how children responded to 
their fathers.  He heard, òAre we  
going home?ó and òDaddy!  Look 
what I did!ó  And not once did he 
hear: 

òFather, it is most gracious of thee to 
drive thy car to my place of educa-
tion and provide me with domestic 
transportation.  Please know of my 
deep gratitude for your benevo-
lenceé.ó 

So as you can see, he intersperses a 
lot of humor into his writing, too.  
Then he has a study guide at the end, 
which I am still working on. 
 
Meanwhile,  with Family Christian 
Store closing, I bought his book On 
Calvaryõs Hill.  The irony is that I 
had planned this Lent to study the 
different players in the Lordõs  
passion and crucifixion, and here 
this book falls into my lap!  I started 
it yesterday (March 18th), and read 
half of it that same day!  So I decided 
to go ahead, since it is so timely, and 
review it: another A++++!  I hope you 
will get your hands on a copy before 
Holy Week, because I think you will 
really find it a deeply moving experi-
ence.   
 
 

 
 

Scrip is an ongoing fundraiser for 
Church of the Messiah.  It allows  
families to raise money at no  
additional cost to you. Scrip is just 
another way to pay for everyday 
purchases using gift cards in place of 
cash, checks, and credit cards. 
 
You order gift cards at face value 
through your coordinator, or online 
(account needed). Gift cards are  
purchased from ShopWithScrip.com 
at a reduced price. The difference is 
an instant profit for Church of the 
Messiah. Itõs that simple! 
 
When you use scrip gift cards at your 
favorite retailers, youõre fundraising 
while you shop! GLSC offers over 750 
retailers including grocery, depart-
ment stores, gas stations, restaurants, 
travel, home improvement, and more 
including Universal gift cards like 
American Express, Discover, and Vi-
sa.  
 
Just by using scrip to pay for your  
normal weekly purchases, you can 
easily raise funds, no matter how 
small, it all adds up! We have several 
families that purchase every week 
and we need you too!   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool News  
By Barbara Ellerbe 
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April 23, 2017 Á 11:00 am 

Our preschoolers are performing at the 11am service.  
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Coin Jars help the  
Building Fund 
 

The  
mason 
jars on 
the  
credenza  
outside 
the offices are one of our fundraising 
ways you can help our Building 
Fund.  
 
Take a jar home, put your spare 
coins in it, and when itõs full bring it 
to church with your name on it. 
Your annual giving statement will 
include this gift. Take another jar 
and repeat. 

Free Blood Pressure  
Screening Sunday 
on the second Sunday  
of each month  
 
Barbara Knappman, our  
Parish Nurse and volunteer 
health care professionals 
from our congregation will 
take your blood pressure and 
offer educational resources 
about what the numbers 
mean after each service. 

1st Sunday of the month  
is BAG SUNDAY 

 
Please bring non-perishable food 
items to church for the Food  
Pantry at the Christian Service 
Center in Ocoee. They particularly  
request  

canned beef stew 
spaghetti and meatballs 
peanut butter 
Jelly 
dry soup mixes or canned 
soup 
macaroni and cheese  

 dinners,  
canned tuna, etc.  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

If you know of someone who is in 
need of special prayers for healing, 
body or soul, please let the Monday 
Ladiesõ Knitters know.  

Contact: 
Marsha Dymond (407-491-4048) or  

Trudie Carr (407-299-2081)  
for further information. 
Monetary donations are  

accepted for the cost of yarn. 

Messiah Knitters:  
Bring your knitting needles (or 
any other type of needlework)  
and join a group of knitters for  
fellowship in the foyer outside 
the Offices on  

MONDAYS FROM 3-5:00PM 

 

 

 

 

 

Seniors First  
needs volunteers to deliver 
Meals on Wheels to the  
elderly. They especially have a 
volunteer shortage in West 
Orlando. Please contact  
Lorraine Shumaker at 407-615
-8982 or  
lshumake@seniorsfirstinc.org 
if you can help. There is more 
information on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex. 
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QFGLC igbq Ajs`childrenôs 
Minist ry 
By Angela Lopez 

ifrog1980@gmail.com  

 
Parents, if your child is not attending SHINE or  

children's church they are missing out on loads of 

FUN!!!!  

Each year we help  
Father Tom prepare 

the ashes for Ash  
Wednesday--the 
kids love (safely) 
playing with fire! 

On March 5th our lesson was on 
being curious about God's 

Word--we used the curiosity of 
monkeys to illustrate this. Some 
of the kids got to peel bananas 
with their feet! We discovered 
some hidden talents this week, 

Ayden was able to peel a banana 
in less than 20 seconds!! 

Kylie Walton enjoyed a trip to the 
chocolate factory with Ms. Angela one 
afternoon--we munched on pistachio 
and caramel macaroons. mmmmm! 



 

We often get to do special things like 
bread stick baseball, or bread bowl 

bowling on Sunday afternoons.   
Sometime we eat our props too!  On 
March 19 Ms. Debbie made us some 

cool giraffe snacks to go along with our 
lesson on standing out and being  

different as a Christian.   
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childrenôs 
Minist ry 
By Angela Lopez 

ifrog1980@gmail.com  

ð

RSVP to Miss Angela ifrog1980@gmail.com 



 

 childrenôs Minist ry 

On March 21 Janie Walton (Youth Min-
ister) and Angela Lopez (Children's 
Minister) co-hosted Beauty and the 
Beast cooking camp. This event was 
open to anyone age 7 and older. The 
children/youth prepared everything, 
learned about table setting, kitchen 
safety, cleanliness and we managed to 
squeeze in outside play and a Bible 
lesson!  
 
On the menu was: Feast a la Gaston: 
scrambled eggs, home style potatoes 
with peppers, fresh croissants with 
powdered sugar and fresh fruit driz-
zled with honey. We enjoyed a lovely 
blueberry lemonade with our break-
fast. 
 
For Lunch we prepared Belles Bubbly 
French onion soup, fresh baked french 
bread, homemade croutons (for the 
soup), a garden salad and "greystuff" 
which is oreo mousse.  The mousse 
was a hit with all the kids, they learned 
how to turn a sandwich bag into a pip-
ing bag and we made beautiful swirled 
mounds of mousse on our plates. 
 
Dinner was cheese stuffed meatballs 
baked into southern style mac and 
cheese, fresh salad and chocolate crois-
sants.  
 
We took a break and played some out-
side games! The kids had a great time 
running and laughing together! Beyond 
the cooking lesson the most important 
part of the day was building friendships 
and growing our love for our church 
family. It was very heart warming to see 
the kids working together, brainstorm-
ing and exchanging hugs.  I hope the 
kids will share the ideas and recipes 
with their family!  We were asked to 
host another cooking camp and are  
currently researching recipes and organ-
izing ideas! 
 

P A G E  1 4  


