
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Services:   

8:00 a.m. ....... Rite I  
9:30 a.m. ....... Rite II 
9:30 a.m. ....... Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ........ Rite III 
7:00 p.m. ....... Rite III 

Wednesday Service: 
10:00 a.m .................. Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  ................. Bible Study 

 Head of Church Jesus Christ 

 Bishop  The Rt. Rev. Greg Brewer 
 
 Rector  The Rev. Tom Rutherford  
  [321-945-3958] 
  e-mail: tomrutherford@earthlink.net  
 Asst. Rector The Rev. Tracy Dugger 
  [407-201-0951] 
  e-mail: tracy.m.dugger@gmail.com  
 Deacons The Rev. Tim Wetherington 
  [407-342-4484]   
  email: Deacontim@Outlook.com 
  The Rev. Julie Altenbach 
  [407-462-8001]   
  email: juliealtenbach1@gmail.com 
  The Rev. Dr. Richard Gonzalez 
  [239-777-0369]   
  email: Rickg526@gmail.com    
 Treasurer Rodger Watson [407-814-0303] 
 
 Staff Barbara Ellerbe, Preschool Director 
  [407-654-8415] 
  Linda Ellison, Music Minister 
  Angela Lopez, Childrenõs Minister 
  Amy Paredes, Facilities Minister 
  Janie Walton, Youth Minister 
  LaVerne Woods, Parish Administrator 

 Office Hours Monday through Friday     9amñ5pm 

 

À À

À À

Christmas S ervices 
  

 Sunday, December 24th    
  Advent 4 8am -Rite 1  
  Advent 4 9:30am - Rite 2 

  Christmas Eve 11:00am Contemporary 
   5pm - Childrenõs Service 
  7pm - Rite 1 
  10:30pm - Rite 2 with incense 

 Monday, December 25th 
  Christmas Day     11:00am Rite 2  

mailto:juliealtenbach1@gmail.com
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Adios  
to the Spanish Service 
 

After 10 months of valiant effort, 
Mother Tracy Dugger, Deacon 
Richard Gonzalez, the Leadership 
Team, and I decided to discontinue 
the 11:30 Spanish Service on Octo-
ber 1.  
 
We launched the service last De-
cember with a core group of about 
15. 10 months later, attendance was 
essentially those same 15 people, 
most of whom expressed the desire 
to return to one of the English ser-
vices to be with more people. 
 
Mother Tracy and Deacon Richard 
have done a thorough òpost-
mortemó on what we learned and 
why we think the service never 
grew. Weõre sharing that with the 
diocese as a resource for other  
parishes that might consider offer-
ing worship in Spanish. Tracy, 
Richard, or I would be glad to share 
that report with you, if youõd like to 
read it and/or talk about it. 
 
It would be tempting to shrug off 
our effort as a mistake, a failure, 
and 10 months of wasted time for 
the folks who faithfully led and at-
tended it.  
 
But looking at it that way would be 
a serious mistake. God did some 
magnificent things among us that 
never would have happened, had 
we not tried that experiment. 
 
 
 

One of the reasons I called Tracy to be 
our Assistant Rector was because she 
speaks Spanish, and I hoped we could 
offer worship in Spanish someday. I 
expected that to be in another couple 
of years, but Tracy began praying for a 
Spanish speaking deacon, and Deacon 
Richard Gonzalez and his family 
showed up the next Sunday. THAT 
sounded too much like God to ignore! 
 
Richard and Esther and their family 
came to Messiah because they saw on 
our website that we were planning on 
launching a Spanish service. Without 
that service, we never would have at-
tracted what has become a vital family 
in the Messiah family. 
 
For those 10 months, Richard got to 
preach twice a month and officiate for 
the first half of the service when 
Mother Tracy was preaching at the 
11am service. Deacons NEVER get to 
do that! And that experience resur-
rected a sense of call to the priesthood 
Richard felt as a young Roman Catho-
lic man, but rejected because, heõd met 
Esther and felt called to be married 
and have a family. As an Episcopalian, 
priesthood is an option for a married 
man! And Richard has begun the dis-
cernment process toward ordination. 
 
During that time, Tracy got to preach 
3 times a month ð once in English and 
twice in Spanish. Assistant Rectors 
NEVER get to do that! And it helped 
her hone her skills as a communicator. 
 
Tracy was lead liturgist for the service, 
and learned how to plan services, lay 
out bulletins, recruit helpers, and pre-
side over the whole thing. Once again, 
Assistant Rectors NEVER get to do 
that, and she has grown as a priest, 
pastor, and preacher because of it. 
 
Jeremy and Garine Adams were our 
musicians, and they got to plan, pre-
pare, and perform worship music eve-
ry week, which honed their skills as 
professional musicians and singers 
and birthed in them a sense that God 
might be calling them to church music 
ministry. That NEVER would have 

happened otherwise. 
 
We raised up several Lectors and 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers, who 
are now serving in the English 
services. Those are servants we 
never would have had otherwise. 
 
As disappointing as it is that the 
service didnõt sprout and grow, it 
DID bear fruit ð much fruit! ð fruit 
that will last. 
 
Thank you, to the folks who at-
tended the service once or twice 
to support it.  
 
Thank you, all of you who prayed 
for the service; God answered 
your prayers!  
 
Thank you, Vestry, for allocating 
the funds to pay for the musicians; 
your investment produced a profit 
in developing a bunch of ministers 
and ministries.  
 
Thank you, Messiah family, for 
being a people willing to love our 
neighbors as ourselves and to at-
tempt to change the world for a 
portion of the population in our 
community.  
 
And finally: In bidding our Span-
ish service Adios, we acknowledge 
what that word actually means: 
òTo God!ó Thank you, God, for 
prompting us to do what we nev-
er would have done otherwise, so 
you could do among us what you 
never could have done otherwise. 
 
I love you all! 
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 

LOVING GOD .............................  Leader ................................ ..............  Phone  
Acolytes .......................................................... Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Altar Guild ..................................................... Trudie Carr & Betty Morgeson ....... 407-299-2081/407-293-6912 
Building Maintenance ................................. Frank Chase ............................................................. 407-876-0308 
Childrenõs Ministry ......................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Lay Weeders Landscapers ......................... Sarah Wolfe .............................................................. 407-656-4226 
Music/Choirs/Band ...................................... Linda Ellison ............................................................ 407-417-4299 
Prayer Chain .................................................. Elise Bradford ....................................................................... 407-876-2557 
Prayer Intercessors....................................... Wally & Karen Stewart ........................................ 407-656-3956  
Technical Team............................................. Lionel Williams..................................................... 407-905-9295 
Ushers, Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors (Central Scheduling) 
 .......................................................................... Mike & Bobbie Warren ........................................ 352-241-8703 
  
  

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR .............  Leader ................................ ..............  Phone  
Christian Service Center ............................ Doreen Stachowski ................................................. 407-358-8039 
Communications/Publicity ........................ Lionel Williams ....................................................... 407-905-9295 
Habitat for Humanity ................................. Bob Tate .................................................................... 407-656-3239  
Home at Last ................................................. Bill Criswell .............................................................. 407-876-2472 
Outreach ......................................................... Doreen Stachowski ................................................. 407-358-8039 
Pre-School ...................................................... Barbara Ellerbe ........................................................ 407-654-8415 
Refugee Team ................................................ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
  
  

LOVING EACH OTHER .................  Leader ................................ ..............  Phone  
Casserole Patrol ............................................ Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Coffee Hour ................................................... Kelley McRae ........................................................... 407-877-0463 
Fun & Fellowship ........................................ Stacey Beck & Steve Borst ................... 702-521-4077/610-659-3902 
Grief Groups.................................................. Jill Brown .................................................................. 407-656-5776 
Hurricane/Disaster Response Team ........ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Kitchen Krewe .............................................. Lynn Somers ............................................................. 407-656-2504 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors .............................. Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Library ............................................................ Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 
Menõs Supper ................................................ Wally Stewart ......................................................... 407-656-3956 
Messiah Academy ........................................ Terri Wetherington ................................................ 407-455-2832 
Messiahõs Way .............................................. Doreen Stachowski ................................................. 407-358-8039 
Name Tags ..................................................... Elaina Paige .............................................................. 407-905-6217 
Newsletter & Bulletins ............................... LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Nursery/Child Care ..................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Office Angels ................................................. LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Parish Nurse .................................................. Barbara Knappman ................................................. 407-656-7854 
Pastoral Care ................................................. Joyce Taylor .............................................................. 407-222-1290 
Transportation for those who donõt drive ....... Joyce Taylor .............................................................. 407-222-1290 
Wednesday Night Bible Study. ................. Joe Wolfe .................................................................. 407-656-4226 
Womenõs Dining Club ................................ Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Youth ............................................................... Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 



 

Part Rock Concert, Part Christmas party, Part Carol Sing = A fabulous good time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la, yõall 

Sunday, December 10th 
4:30-6:30 

Our rocking band plays a medley of classic rock,  
a little country and Caribbean, & favorite Christmas carols,  

with some fun songs for kids from 1 to 92!  
 

Local beer and wine options will be offered for a tasting.  
Please bring a favorite Christmas goodie to share,  

and invite your friends to this  
festive way to celebrate the Reason for the Season. 

 
Free childcare is provided 

 

OH! WHAT FUN! 
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Free Blood Pressure  
Screening Sunday 
on the second Sunday  
of each month  
 
Barbara Knappman, our  
Parish Nurse and volunteer 
health care professionals 
from our congregation will 
take your blood pressure and 
offer educational resources 
about what the numbers 
mean after each service. 

1st Sunday of the month  
is BAG SUNDAY 

 
Please bring non-perishable food 
items to church for the Food  
Pantry at the Christian Service 
Center in Ocoee. They particularly  
request  

canned beef stew 
spaghetti and meatballs 
peanut butter 
Jelly 
dry soup mixes or canned 
soup 
macaroni and cheese  

 dinners,  
canned tuna, etc.  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

If you know of someone who is in 
need of special prayers for healing, 
body or soul, please let the Monday 
Ladiesõ Knitters know.  

Contact: 
Marsha Dymond (407-491-4048) or  

Trudie Carr (407-299-2081)  
for further information. 
Monetary donations are  

accepted for the cost of yarn. 

Messiah Knitters:  
Bring your knitting needles (or 
any other type of needlework)  
and join a group of knitters for  
fellowship in the foyer outside 
the Offices on  

MONDAYS FROM 3-5:00PM 

 

 
 

Scrip is an ongoing fundraiser for 
Church of the Messiah.  It allows  
families to raise money at no  
additional cost to you. Scrip is just 
another way to pay for everyday 
purchases using gift cards in place of 
cash, checks, and credit cards. 
 
You order gift cards at face value 
through your coordinator, or online 
(account needed). Gift cards are  
purchased from ShopWithScrip.com 
at a reduced price. The difference is 
an instant profit for Church of the 
Messiah. Itõs that simple! 
 
When you use scrip gift cards at 
your favorite retailers, youõre fund-
raising while you shop! GLSC offers 
over 750 retailers including grocery, 
department stores, gas stations, res-
taurants, travel, home improvement, 
and more including Universal gift 
cards like American Express, Discov-
er, and Visa.  
 
Just by using scrip to pay for your  
normal weekly purchases, you can 
easily raise funds, no matter how 
small, it all adds up! We have several 
families that purchase every week 
and we need you too!   
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childrenôs 
Minist ry 
By Angela Lopez 

ifrog1980@gmail.com  

 

Dillard Street Elementary 
School Angel Tree 
 
Please keep your eyes open for the 
Christmas tree in the Narthex.  
We are  
partnering 
with 
Dillard 
Street  
Elementary 
School to  
provide 
gifts for 
their  
neediest  
children. 
You will 
find a tag with the gender and age of a 
child, simply purchase a gift, wrap it, 
and place it back under the tree.  All 
gifts must be at church by December 
17th.  
Email Ms. Angela for more  
information at: 
ifrog1980@gmail.com 

QFGLC igbq Ajs`

On 5th Sunday fun day SHINE 
had a pizza party!   

All of the children were asked to 
bring in their favorite pizza  

topping.  We ended up with a  
crazy candy pizza on a sugar cookie 

crust, a pizza with peperoni, 
cheese, green peppers and black 
olives and a cold veggie pizza on 
crescent rolls with cream cheese.  
14 kids and 2 helpers took turns 

chopping and layering on the  
toppings, every 5 minutes we 
switched centers so everyoneõs 
hands were on everyoneõs pizza.  

Of course our gluten free kids had 
their own candy and  

peperoni pizza!   
 

We also make stress balls from  
balloons and oorbeez gel balls!   

It was a great nightñfriends 
were invited and ice cream 

coupons were passed out to 
our guests.  



 

Our family fall fest was a hit!  We 
enjoyed great music performed by 
our very own Jeremy and Garine 
Adams! (who are available to hire 
for your next party or event!) They 
played songs for everyone to enjoy 
from Disney songsñBare  
Necessities to Bad Bad LeRoy 
Brown. We were singing and  
bopping along all evening.  
 
There were several games for the 
children to rotate through, aside 
from candy some other prizes were 
stuffed animals, cool glasses, and 
flat Jesus dolls. All the kids left with 
over flowing treat bags. The hit of 
the night was the face painting  
station where Miss Brittany created 
some beautiful designs. 
 
Once again our chefs outdid  
themselves.  We had 8 different 
chilis to sample.  While they were 
all yummy this yearõs winners were: 
Anndrea Strickland 1st place,  
Linda Gold 2nd place and  
Dutch Holt 3rd place!   
 
Our desserts were all beautiful and 
delicious. We had cookies, truffles, 
gooey bars, éclairs, cheesecake, and 
chocolate espresso cake and candy 
apples.  Our winners were:  
Karen Stewart (candy apples) 1st 
place,  
Terri Wetherington (chocolate  
espresso cake) 2nd place and  
Mackenzie Teolis (gooey bars) 3rd 
place.  
Our winners were awarded a cash 
prize and a bedazzled pumpkin.  
 
A huge thank you to all who  
volunteered to set up, clean up, cook 
and man a game or craft.  It was a 
beautiful night of family fun and it 
would not have been possible  
without all of you!  I love you all!  
 
Ms. Angela 

childrenôs Minist ry 
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Saturday, December 9th 

8am ð 12 Noon 
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PLEASE BRING YOUR YARD TOOLS, 
RAKES, & BLOWERS. 

HELP US TRIM BUSHES, CLEAN  
GUTTERS, LAY MULCH AND  

GENERAL YARD WORK. 

ANY QUESTIONS? PLEASE  
CONTACT SARAH WOLFE  
AT 407-656-4226 



 

childrenôs Minist ry 
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You¾re invited to a 

PANCAKES &  
Pajama  

Christmas Party 

Friday  

December  
 pm 

RSVP to  
Ms. Angela by 
December 10 

Children ages 3-12 are 
invited to bring a  
stuffed animal,  

wear your pjās and have  
breakfast for dinner as we 

celebrate Christmas! 
Donations of milk, juice,  

fruit and syrup  
would be appreciated! 

 
 

Please stay tuned for  
information on a family  
field trip! An all new  
animated Christmas  
movie ðabout the real  
meaning of Christmas-  
is coming out in  
November. As soon as  
I have show times, I will  
let you know!  SHINE participants will be FREE, 
as this will also be the basis of our Christmas  
lessons!  In the meantime, check out the trailer!! 
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Book Review by 

Helen  

Farnsworth 

 

H oney 

I read two wonderful books for 
Christmas, both by Max Lucado: 
The Christmas Candle and  
Christmas Stories.  
 
The Christmas Candle was inspired 
during a Christmas in Texas, where 
Max stared at a candle on the table 
and mused about the thousands of 
candles that must have burned in the 
same way in Christmases past.  The 
story itself turned out to be about a 
chandler in the small English town of 
Gladstone in the 17th century who 
was visited by an angel on Christmas 
Eve, who touched one of the thirty 
candles he had made for Christmas 
Eve, imbuing it with the power to 
answer the deepest prayer of  
whoever received it.  And this  
continued to happen once every 25 
years afterwards throughout the  
generations of the chandler.  The 
bulk of the story deals with the  
episode that occurs 200 years after 
the first visitation.   
 
The tiny parish has just lost their 
beloved pastor of 50 years, and have 
been sent a new, òintellectualó pastor 
that finds the legend impossible to 
believe or preach on.  Meanwhile, 
there are many in the parish with 
deep needs who are begging the 
chandler to give them the candle.  
How to decide who to give it to?  
Youõll love what happens. 
 
I found to my delight that I was 110 
pages ahead of the game when I 
opened Christmas Stories, because 

òThe Christmas Candleó was the very 
first one!  But the others are also  
delightful and inspirational:  
 
Part I: Christ is Celebrated;  
 
Part II: Christ is Born: the Incarnation 
seen through the eyes of Gabriel; an 
imaginary battle with Satan just to 
make it happen; and the musings of 
Mary as she holds God in her arms.   
 
Also, donõt forget Dr David Jeremiahõs 
Agents of the Apocalypse, which 
dramatizes the Book of Revelation, 
since during Advent we anticipate the 
2nd coming as well as the 1st coming of 
Jesus.   
 
And The Bridge and The Baker  
Familyõs Christmas are also excellent 
readings for Christmas.   
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ACTIVATE!  
by Janie Walton 

Activateõs Parentsõ 

Night Out 
 

Activate hosted a Parentsõ Night Out 
on Friday, October 20 from 6:00-9:30 
PM at the church.  Parents were able 
to either attend the ReVive  
Halloween Party or just have some 
kid-free time.  
 

We played board games, read stories, 
played with toys, had a yummy  
dinner and watched some Veggie  
Tales too! 
 

A special thank you to Deacon Julie 
Altenbach and Activate alumna,  
Brittany Kolacki, for helping me 
alongside our youth take care of the 
kids! 

 

 

Hayley Scandura with some of our Parentsõ Night 
Out attendees in the Nursery 

Everyone enjoying dinner 

Christopher Borst and Kara Altenbach 
in a very serious game of Connect Four 

Kylie Walton and 
Giada Mazzaluna 
take a pic while  

being photobombed 
by Brittany Kolacki 



 

 

 Fall Festival 
Some of our Activate students  
volunteered at this yearõs Fall  
Festival presented by Church of 
Messiahõs Childrenõs Ministry on 
Saturday, October 28 in the Parish 
Hall. There were games aplenty, as 
well as, a Chili Cook Off, Dessert 
Contest and Cake Walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Supper 
Activate provided the meal for  
Sunday Supper on November 5. We 
provided a main course, a variety of 
sides, desserts and beverages for all 
who attended. Our Activate youth 
also helped to serve the dinner to 
our parishioners. 
 

A special thank you to Childrenõs 
Minister, Angela Lopez, for  
providing the salad and Deacon  
Julie Altenbach for providing  
yummy pumpkin bars 
and cookies for  
dessert, as well as, 
adult youth volunteer, 
Laura Cook, for  
helping wherever 
needed. 

Mackenzie 
Teolis helping 

out with 
games. 

Josh Lopez helping to make root beer 
floats for the kids. 

Cydney Babione at her Fall Festival station. 

Activate Sunday Supper crew 

To all my Activate  
students, parents, and 

volunteers: 

Have a Merry  
Christmas! 
Blessings,  

Janie Walton & Family 
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Revive Advent Study!!! 
Have you ever wondered, òWhat is my Salvation  
actually FOR?ó Is it only about personal atonement, 
about getting to heaven, or something that comes, 
later? Is it just to have a òfriend in Jesus?ó 
 
Explore how Godõs purposes are woven into every 
area of our lives: family, work, art, charity, education, 
government, recreation and all creation! The Bible 
calls us Strangers and Pilgrims, living in òthe now and 
not yetó of Godõs Kingdom Come on earth.  
 
We are also called to be salt and light, to have a  
transforming presence among our neighbors.  
We'll be meeting in the library December 3rd, 10th, 
and 17th and watching and discussing how to live our 
lives For the Life of the World! Come join us!  

Please join us for a 
festive time as we travel about the  

Winter Garden area 
YOUNG ADULT  PROGRESSIVE DINNER  CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DECEMBER 15 FROM 5:30-9PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weõll have an Appetizer Stop, a Main Course Stop, and a Dessert Stop.  

Each stop will also have a variety of beverages. 
 

Please sign up via the facebook event, or the sign up sheet in the Narthex! 
 Although we will only have three host homes, every participant is encouraged 

to bring a contribution to one of the courses and a beverage option. 
All Young Adults are welcome to attend this festivity!  

Bring a friend!  
Bonus points are given for Ugly Sweaters or Socks!  
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