
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday Services:   

8:00 a.m. ....... Rite I  
9:30 a.m. ....... Rite II 
9:30 a.m. ....... Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ........ Rite III 
7:00 p.m. ....... Rite III 

Wednesday Service: 
10:00 a.m .................. Rite II 
11:00 a.m.  ................. Bible Study 

 

Christmas Services 
Sunday, December 23 

8am, 9:30am & 11am ð Advent 4 
7pm ð Christmas Contemporary Communion & Band 

 
Monday, December 24th Christmas Eve 

 5pm ð Childrenõs Service 
 7pm ð Rite 1 with choir & incense 

 10:30pm ð Rite 2 with choir 
 

Tuesday, December 25th, Christmas Day 
 11am ð Holy Communion Rite 2 

 Simple service with guitar 
 

 Head of Church Jesus Christ 

 Bishop  The Rt. Rev. Greg Brewer 
 
 Rector  The Rev. Tom Rutherford  
  [321-945-3958] 
 e-mail: TomRutherford@ChurchOfTheMessiah 
 
 Asst. Rector The Rev. Tracy Dugger 

  [407-201-0951] 
e-mail: TracyDuger@ChurchOfTheMessiah 
 
 Deacons The Rev. Tim Wetherington 
 [407-342-4484]   
 email: Deacontim@Outlook.com 

  The Rev. Julie Altenbach 
  [407-462-8001]   
            email: JulieAltenbach@ChurchOfTheMessiah 
  The Rev. Dr. Richard Gonzalez 
  [239-777-0369]   
  email: Rickg526@gmail.com    
 Treasurer Rodger Watson [407-814-0303] 
 
 Staff Barbara Ellerbe, Preschool Director 
  [407-654-8415] 

  Linda Ellison & Jeremy Adams, 
  Music Ministers 
  Angela Lopez, Childrenõs Minister 
  Amy Paredes, Facilities Minister 
  Janie Walton, Youth Minister 

  LaVerne Woods, Parish Administrator 

 Office Hours Monday through Friday     9amñ5pm 

À À

À
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Please Remember  
Your Messiah Family 
 
ôTis the season when our email 
and snail-mail boxes fill with  
appeals for year-end contributions 
to ministries, charities, alma  
maters, and other non-profit  
organizations. 
 
Almost all of them are worthy 
causes and address real needs of 
real people, and Iõm proud of you 
for the many ways you serve and 
give to make a difference in the 
world. 
 
At the same time, our parish  
family has an Operating Deficit of 
$80,000, as of the end of October 
(the most recent figures available). 
Expenses are that much more than 
our Income so far. 
 
The Good News is: we have 
enough savings from past years to 
cover that deficit.  
 
The Bad News is: that would wipe 
out a huge chunk of our savings, 
which could put us in dire straits 
in a future financial emergency. 
 
Iõve repeatedly promised: I will 
never ask you to GIVE more; but I 
will ask you to PRAY more. 
 
 
 

Please pray for the Lord to provide 
that extra 
$80,000 we 
need to 
make up 
the deficit. 
 
If the Holy 
Spirit 
prompts 
you to help 
fill that 
gap, please 
obey. 
 
And if it is your custom to make  
end-of-the-year contributions to  
ministries, charities, your alma mater, 
or other non-profit organizations, 
please consider giving some ð or all ð 
of those funds to your Messiah family. 
 
I pray those other charitable  
organizations are changing the world 
with Jesus: one child, one person, one 
family, one community at a time. 
 
I KNOW  this one is. 
 
I love you all. 
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Small Group For Men 
 
Meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month from 6:30-7:30 pm in the  
Library.  
 
Small groups are a way of living out 
our purpose, both as individuals 
and as a collective group of believers
-to be the church. We share a  
common foundation of faith and 
God has called us to live out the  
implications of that faith in a  
relational community. 
 
Small groups encourage one  
another, celebrate life's accomplish-
ments together, observe traditions 
together, and rejoice together when 
God answers their prayers. A  
biblical small group knows and 
does 1 Corinthians 12:26, "If one 
member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; if one member is hon-
ored, all the members rejoice with 
it." 
 
It will be an opportunity for us to 
live out 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, 
"Rejoice always, pray continually, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God's will for you in Christ 
Jesus." 
 
Please 
contact 
Murph 
Borno at  
(407) 413-
4220 or  
louis.m.borno.civ@mail.mil   
for more information 
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Foster Group Home Gift Cards 
 
A group home for teenage foster girls in Winter Garden and the 
non-profit group Foster Friends of Florida is asking for help  
letting these girls know the community cares about them.   
 
The girls are usually between 13-17 years old and they will òage outó 
of the foster system on their 18th birthday.  The community is  
being asked to treat them to a dinner out once or twice a week. 
 
There is 1 staff member and up to 6 girls at the home.  They enjoy 
Marcoõs pizza, Chipotle, 4 Rivers, East Gourmet 2, Steak and 
Shake, Panda Express, Wings of Winter Garden, Pollo Tropical 
and Dominoes (to name a few)!  If you would like to show some 
love to these girls and treat 
them for a dinner out, 

Please note that our bank closes early  
on December 31, 2018.  

 All 2018 contributions must be  
received by noon that day. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

mailto:louis.m.borno.civ@mail.mil
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Who Ya Gonna Call? 

Acolytes .......................................................... Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Altar Guild ..................................................... Trudie Carr & Betty Morgeson ....... 407-299-2081/407-293-6912 
Building Maintenance ................................. Frank Chase ............................................................. 407-876-0308 
Childrenõs Ministry ......................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Lay Weeders Landscapers ......................... Sarah Wolfe .............................................................. 407-656-4226 
Music/Choirs/Band ...................................... Linda Ellison ............................................................ 407-417-4299 
Prayer Chain .................................................. Elise Bradford ....................................................................... 407-876-2557 
Prayer Intercessors....................................... Wally & Karen Stewart ........................................ 407-656-3956  
Technical Team............................................. Lionel Williams..................................................... 407-905-9295 
Ushers, Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors (Central Scheduling) 
 .......................................................................... Mike & Bobbie Warren ........................................ 352-241-8703 
  
  

Christian Service Center ............................ Doreen Stachowski ................................................. 407-717-5888 
Communications/Publicity ........................ Lionel Williams ....................................................... 407-905-9295 
Habitat for Humanity ................................. Bob Tate .................................................................... 407-656-3239  
Home at Last ................................................. Bill Criswell .............................................................. 407-876-2472 
Outreach ......................................................... Doreen Stachowski ................................................. 407-717-5888 
Preschool ........................................................ Barbara Ellerbe ........................................................ 407-654-8415 
Refugee Team ................................................ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
  
  

Casserole Patrol ............................................ Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Coffee Hour ................................................... Kelley McRae ........................................................... 407-877-0463 
Fun & Fellowship ........................................ Stacey Beck & Steve Borst ................... 702-521-4077/610-659-3902 
Grief Groups.................................................. Jill Brown .................................................................. 407-656-5776 
Hurricane/Disaster Response Team ........ Murph Borno............................................................ 407-347-7094 
Kitchen Krewe .............................................. Patty Tate ................................................................. 321-331-1435 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors .............................. Deacon Julie Altenbach ......................................... 407-462-8001 
Library ............................................................ Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 
Menõs Supper ................................................ Wally Stewart ......................................................... 407-656-3956 
Messiah Academy ........................................ Terri Wetherington ................................................ 407-455-2832 
Messiahõs Way .............................................. Doreen Stachowski ................................................. 407-717-5888 
Name Tags ..................................................... Elaina Paige .............................................................. 407-905-6217 
Newsletter & Bulletins ............................... LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Nursery/Child Care ..................................... Angela Lopez ............................................................ 321-287-9089 
Office Angels ................................................. LaVerne Woods....................................................... 407-656-3218 
Parish Nurse .................................................. Barbara Knappman ................................................. 407-656-7854 
Pastoral Care ................................................. Joyce Taylor .............................................................. 407-222-1290 
Transportation for those who donõt drive ....... Joyce Taylor .............................................................. 407-222-1290 
Wednesday Night Bible Study. ................. Joe Wolfe .................................................................. 407-656-4226 
Womenõs Dining Club ................................ Janice Hull ................................................................ 352-217-0967 
Youth ............................................................... Janie Walton ............................................................ 407-230-7913 
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Present: Rector Tom Rutherford,  
Senior Warden Doreen Stachowski, 
Junior Warden Frank Chase, Stacey 
Beck, Steve Borst, Don Greer, Leo 
Henry, Paul Hickman, John Peacock, 
Patty Tate, and Dawn Wirbel, and 
Assistant Rector Tracy Dugger and 
visitor Ron Bouton. 
 
Absent: Treasurer Rodger Watson, 
Clerk Mary Kay Predmore (at a family 
wedding), Marci Babione (at hospital 
with her husband) 

Vestry Door Duty for December 
Opener at 7:30am:  John Peacock 
Closer at 1pm: John Peacock 

December 16th Vestry Meeting 
Host: John Peacock 

 

2018 Vestry  
Marci Babione, Children & Youth 
Email: mbabione@bkc-cpa.net 

Stacey Beck, Fun & Fellowship;  
Commnication/Publicity 
Email: staceyjmb@gmail.com 

Steve Borst, Communication/Publicity; 
Fun & Fellowship 
Email: BorstSF@gmail.com 

Frank Chase, Junior Warden, Properties 
Email: chasefe@aol.com 

Don Greer, Business & Development 
Email: dgreer3@cfl.rr.com 

Leo Henry, Worship Team 
Email: leochenry55@gmail.com 

Paul Hickman, Missions & Evangelism 
Email: phickmn@aol.com 

John Peacock, Communications &  
Publicity; Properties 
Email: jpeacox@cfl.rr.com 

Mary Kay Predmore, Clerk 
Worship Team 
Email: MaryKay413@aol.com 

Doreen Stachowski, Senior Warden 
Missions & Evangelism 
Email: Stach45T@aol.com 

Patty Tate, Connections; Missions & 
Evangelism 
Email: pattyjotate@yahoo.com 

Dawn Wirbel , Children & Youth 
Email: d.wirbel@yahoo.com 

Rodger Watson, Treasurer  
Email: rodandjoh@embarqmail.com 
 
All Staff and Vestry have mailboxes in 
the front office (behind the front 
desk) with their names on them. You 
may also contact them by  
leaving a note in their mailbox. 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE NOTES OR 
MONEY ON THE FRONT DESK IN  
THE OFFICE. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FORMATION : Steve Borst led Noon-
day Prayer. Based on Philippians 4:19, 
Tom Rutherford invited us to talk 
about how our 2019 Budget requests 
support growing youngé or not. 
  
INFORMATION :  
Vestry Ministry Team Reports:  
Messiahõs Way: Tom Rutherford  
distributed Volunteer Lists. If you 
have not already, please contact your 
volunteers and orient your Teams, so 
they can start December 2. 
 
Youth Hall office ceilings that were 
damaged by water will be replaced 
soon. 
 
Outreach Team: Doreen Stachowski 
reports: 
Next year we will add the Apopka 
Pregnancy Care Center to our list for 
Outreach.  They are constantly in 
need of diapers, wipes, baby bottle 
brushes, cloths, towels, wash cloths, 
bibs and baby wash.  Maternity 
clothes in good condition are also ap-
preciated.   The Center is always look-
ing for volunteers to be a coach.  They 
have their own training program. 
 
We have committed to join other 
Churches at the Annual Lions Easter 
Egg Hunt at Newton Park.  April 20, 
2019, Saturday.  In 2019, they would 
like to have a progression of the Easter 
story from booth to booth. 
 

Two more dates have been set for 
Bingo fundraisers.  January 5, 2019 
and March 16, 2019 from 3:00 to 7:00. 
Operation Christmas Child is in  
progress and will close on November 
11, 2018. 
 
The Outreach Team will have a booth 
at Light Up Winter Garden on  
Friday, November 30.  We will give 
out COTM brochures, snacks, and 
water. 
 
Next collection for Harbor House 
will be in 2019. 
 
Thanksgiving gift cards will be  
purchased for 10 families (both inside 
and outside of our Church) for 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
 
Christmas baskets will be made for 
20 families and we will ask the 
Church to donate some food items. 
 
An òAngel Tree for toys" will be set 
up to help children from Dillard 
Street School again this year.  Dona-
tions will be taken to the school for 
distribution. 
 
Our next meeting is November 28th 
at 5:00. 
 
No others received. 
 
Staff Reports: 
Facility : The Rental Report was 
emailed separately.  Facilities  
Minister Amy Paredes reports:  
 
The majority of the past month I 
spent setting up phone calls, answer-
ing questions, and meeting with pro-
spective clients to view the church. I 
have scheduled several ministries, a 
menõs prayer breakfast, a baby show-
er, and have taken care of my com-
puter internet issues.  
 
I am searching for volunteers with 
expertise in publicity and marketing 
to start a publicity group for the 
church to share ideas and to network 
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to improve our marketing and public-
ity. If youõd like to be part of that 
group, please email me at amy-
paredes27@gmail.com. 
 
My family and I have settled into our 
new home. Thank you for the years 
you rented the house to us. 
 
Children of the Messiah Preschool: 
The financial report was emailed  
separately.  
 
Childrenõs Ministry: Childrenõs 
Minister Angela Lopez reports:  
In October I hosted the Fall Fest with 
chili and dessert cooking challenges. 
It was a fun event, enjoyed by a multi-
generational audience. It was great to 
see grandparents and grandchildren, 
older folks enjoying kiddos and child-
less adults volunteering to play and 
craft with the little ones. Thanks to 
all the people who volunteered with 
cleanup, we were out of the church in 
record time. I am considering some 
new additions to next yearõs Fall Fes-
tivities so we do not fall into a repeti-
tive rut. I have several families help-
ing brainstorm and am very excited 
with the plans so far. 
 
The kids in Childrenõs Church are 
doing awesome with learning the 10 
commandments and what each one 
means. In 2 weeks, we will wrap this 
series up and each child will receive a 
mini wind up Moses as a reminder of 
the lessons.  
 
In SHINE we have been spending 
time with Jesus in Jeans, Job, and a 
new friend Miss Petunia. A friend of 
mine is creating a video series that is 
reminiscent of Mr. Rodgers Neigh-
borhood. Her character, Miss Petunia 
reads a Bible story, shows an actual 
Bible and where the story came from, 
and uses funny voices and props to 
teach a 15 to 20-minute lesson. She 
has been sharing the videos with 
friends, and I offered to be her test 

church to see how a group of children 
would respond to the video. We en-
joyed the video, kids found it hilarious 
and really enjoyed solving the puzzle at 
the end. We learned about taming our 
tongues, so we ate sour candy, said  
random phrases while holding our 
tongues and ended with ice cream ð 
because that was the answer to the 
puzzle.  I gave some feedback and my 
friend has agreed to produce a few  
videos on the lessons I have planned for 
future series. She is not looking to 
make money, just to produce quality 
leaning material that kids enjoy. 
 
I was able to attend 2 seminars over the 
past few weeks. One hosted by the Lift 
tour.  
 
The other seminar was Parent Cue live. 
The speaker was Reggie Joiner from 
Orange, a nationally known childrenõs 
ministry curriculum. I have attended 
some of his other events, and this was 
just as engaging and informative. The 
message was on helping parents part-
ner with the church through all of the 
ages and phases of a child's life. I have 
some great info that I will be putting 
into a shareable format to pass along to 
the parents. 
 
Cokesbury is holding a VBS experience 
in January, and I have signed up to take 
my co-director and art director to this 
event. We will get several freebies and 
a huge discount on items purchased 
that day. I am looking forward to ex-
perimenting and planning with this 
group. 
 
This year for Advent we are doing a 
series called "Jesus is..." There is so 
much amazing content I will be split-
ting it between Children's Church and 
SHINE. There are videos, rap songs, 
power memory verses, skits, and art 
projects.  I will be sending home a 
weekly family devotional as well.  
Our children's Christmas Eve service 
plans are coming along nicely. I have 

recruited several helpers and handed 
out scripts to those who need them. 
It's going to be adorable. 
 
With Advent comes a crew change. 
Several people have signed up 
through the Messiah's Way to help 
out with children's ministry and 
some of our veteran workers are  
taking a break, so I have begun talk-
ing with new volunteers about how 
and when they are able to serve.  
 
On November 10, Father Tom, Moth-
er Tracy and I took a slew of kids and 
teens to Universal Studios for a 
church hang out day. A SHINE par-
ent donated the tickets, and I used 
some funds raised at a previous event 
to purchase matching Church of the 
Messiah shirts for us. It was a super 
fun time!  
 
Youth Ministry:  Youth Minister 
Janie Walton reports: 
 
Our Activate youth enjoyed a fun day 
off on Friday, October 26 (OCPS Stu-
dent Holiday) with an escape room 
adventure at A Narrow Escape. We 
were able to escape from the Dr. Ly-
can room with time to spare! 
 
On Monday, October 29, I attended a 
luncheon for the LIFT Tour at First 
Baptist Church of Orlando hosted by 
Student Leadership University 
(SLU), along with Activate parent 
and Childrenõs Minister, Angela 
Lopez. This is a very popular event 
with our teenagers that occurs annu-
ally in February. We were given an 
overview of the theme and what to 
expect in 2019. 
 
I attended Parent Cue Live at Real Life 
Church in Clermont along with Chil-
drenõs Minister, Angela Lopez. We 
had a brief overview of how to be an 
intentional parent and understand-
ing your child in the different phases 
of their development from ages 0 to 
18. 
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On Saturday, November 2, I attended 
the Marching Band Musical Perfor-
mance Assessments (MPAs) at Uni-
versity High School to support our 
Activate teenagers, along with the 
Lopez Family. 
 
On Monday, November 5, I attended 
the Youth Pastor SummitñOne Day 
at Hard Rock Live at Universal Or-
lando. This is a free event presented 
by Student Leadership University 
(SLU).  
 
Our Activate students helped out at 
Ladiesõ Night Out on Thursday, No-
vember 8. We helped with set up, 
sales of raffle tickets during the 
event, and clean up.  
 
I attended the outing to Universal 
Orlando on Saturday, November 10 
along with Father Tom, Mother Tra-
cy and Childrenõs Minister, Angela 
Lopez, who organized the trip for the 
SHINE and ACTIVATE students. 
 
Activate will attend Fantastic Beasts: 
The Crimes of Grindelwald at West Or-
ange Cinema on Saturday, November 
17 during the school Thanksgiving 
holiday. 
 
Activate is participating in Food for 
Families at Ocoee High School on 
Wednesday, November 21. This will 
be my 11th year participating in this 
event. 
Activate is volunteering at Light Up 
Winter Garden on Friday, November 
30. 
 
The ceiling tiles have not been  
replaced in my office since they were 
removed several months ago. Due to 
the exposed ceiling, I have had diffi-
culty breathing in my office for more 
than 30 minutes at a time, due to my 
asthma and allergies. I have been us-
ing the church library as my tempo-
rary office, as well as, the youth room 
when Messiah Academy is not in ses-
sion.  I would love to have the use of 

my office back again, as the library is 
used for various Bible studies and 
meetings during the week and on Sun-
days, and I am not able to use the 
youth room when Messiah Academy is 
in session. I am not sure what needs to 
be done at this point with regards to 
fixing the ceiling, but I would love to 
see a quick resolution to this problem.  
 
Messiah Academy: Principal Terri 
Wetherington reports: 
As we settle fully into the new school 
year and we encourage continued  
intellectual, spiritual and emotional 
growth with our students, we are  
incorporating some new techniques in 
classroom management and  
communications with parents.  A daily 
report card will be sent home and any 
work not completed during the school 
day must now be completed as home-
work.  Our subject matter still jumps 
around quite a bit since the kids have 
a hard time staying on topic, but we 
have continue to teach on a variety of 
subjects including; Chemistry, Biolo-
gy, Pre-algebra, World History, Civics, 
US History, Calligraphy, Reading and 
English. This is in addition to our en-
richment classes of Religion, Art and 
Music. 
 
In particular this week the kids are 
focusing their lecture time on learning 
about Franklin Roosevelt. This presi-
dent speaks to the kids since he had 
his own medical issues to overcome. 
In music class, the kids have begun 
work on their Christmas presentation 
which will be performed on Wednes-
day, December 19th, 2018. 
 
In art this month the kids are transi-
tioning from sculpture to creating 
crinkle art using crayons and black 
paint.  Karen Stewart has been out a 
couple of weeks this month due to 
helping out with the running of the 
Dry Cleaners to help out a fellow pa-
rishioner in need. 
 
Due to scheduling conflicts we did not 
do a field trip to Sea World on Octo-

ber 30th as planned. Instead we ex-
posed the kids to a bit of culture this 
month with our Nov 1st field trip to 
see The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms movie. 
 
November has a significant break for 
Thanksgiving. Students are off the 
entire week of Thanksgiving. There 
are no plans for another November 
field trip. 
 
As is the case with most families, 
some parents are more involved than 
others.  The Valentine family and our 
other staff member Dr. Ben Blackman 
came camping and attended a music 
festival in Sarasota over the October 
holiday weekend. Tim and I felt 
blessed to have their company.  We 
invited all the Messiah Academy fam-
ilies to attended, but only the Valen-
tines took us up on the offer. The face 
painting was free, and Tim and I paid 
for the campsite.  This is how you 
change the world through Christ, 
One Child, One Family, One Com-
munity at a time! 
 
Assistant Rector Tracy Dugger re-
ports: 
Website and Social Media- Things 
are going well with social media. I'm 
working on a few final projects to 
enhance our presence on Google 
maps and a photo tour of the Church. 
Our Facebook likes have continued 
to grow, as well as the Church Insta-
gram page.  
 
Communication- Servant Keeper Up-
grade allowed us to send an email 
following up with Messiahõs Way 
volunteers. I'm planning another 
email push for December to invite 
people who are not in regular attend-
ance to join us for Christmas.  
Young Adults- My parents group 
continues to meet. We'll have a fall 
outing in November, and our Pro-
gressive Christmas Party will be in 
December.  Revive will take a hiatus 
in Advent. 



 
 

we always do it.ó 

À A sabbatical will not cost the par-
ish anything extra, as Tom asks 
the parish to cover only his regular 
compensation. He will pay for 
travel and other expenses for his 
time away. If the vestry elects, 
they may contribute toward that, 
or offer the congregation the op-
portunity to donate, but Tom is 
aware of our financial situation 
and is willing and able to cover 
those costs himself. 

À Should the sabbatical be granted, 
Tom intends to: 

À Spend 2-3 weeks in Jerusalem at 
St Georgeõs College, an Anglican 
center for continuing education, 
enhancing his knowledge of the 
Bible and history. SEE 
www.saintgeorgescollegejerusale
m.com  

À  Visit several churches our size 
and one-size larger who do some 
aspect of church well: evangelism; 
stewardship; service to their com-
munity; staff configuration and 
utilization; recruiting, equipping, 
and utilizing volunteers; and small 
groups. 

À Visit several wise retired clergy 
who have done those aspects of 
church well. 

À Take time to think, pray, read, and 
listen to the Holy Spirit for what 
needs to come next in the Messiah 
family and in his own life and 
ministry. 

À Return to Messiah in August re-
freshed and with new vision and 
energy for his remaining time as 
Rector. 

À Tom is 63-years-old and has these 
milestones coming up. He: 

À Is eligible to retire in 2020 at age 
65 with his pension from the Epis-
copal Church and Social Security.  

À Is eligible for full Social Security 
retirement benefits in June of 2021 
at age 66 and 2 months,  

 

À Assistant Rector Tracy Dugger has 
3 Credited Years of Service. Ac-
cording to the Guide regarding 
Assistant Clergy, her compensa-
tion should be $66,600, and we 
have to pay her at least the Dioce-
san Minimum of $64,200. 

À A Sabbatical for the Rector: Ac-
cording to the Sabbatical Policy of 
the Diocese of Central Florida (see  
http://www.cfdiocese.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/02/
sabbatical-policy.pdf)Tom Ruth-
erford asks for a 3-month Sabbati-
cal for May-July of 2019 to study, 
read, visit the Holy Land, and visit 
several churches our size and one-
size larger to learn some tricks for 
being a more effective leader for 
the parish, the vestry, and staff. 
Here are some considerations: 

À Heõs been rector since August 22, 
1996 (22 years) and never asked 
for a sabbatical, because at every 7
-year interval, the parish family 
has been in a situation that his 
being away would not be helpful 
(building a parish hall, bad econo-
my, staff upheaval, etc.). At this 
point, 2019 should offer a viable 
window. 

À Tom would benefit from the time 
away to think, study, learn, and 
listen to the Holy Spirit for fresh 
vision for what the Messiah might 
want to do in this his family. 

À We wonõt have to pay a Supply 
Priest, because we have an Assis-
tant Rector completely capable of 
pastoring the parish while heõs 
away. 3 months as òacting rectoró 
would benefit her in her for-
mation, to let her to see what itõs 
like to be Rector, with the safety 
net that the òReal Rectoró will be 
back in August. 

À His being away would benefit the 
parish by giving them the oppor-
tunity to experience a different 
style of leadership and voice on 
Sundays, that could help them 
grow in a different way from òhow 

Prospective Vestry nominees: So far, 
Brian Sequin said òYes.ó Paul Robert-
son, Wally Stewart, and Joyce Taylor 
say theyõll be candidates, if we canõt 
find enough others to stand for elec-
tion. A couple of prospective nomi-
nees are still considering it. The rest 
said, òNo.ó 
 
DISCUSSION (to help make a deci-
sion next month): 
The floor covering in the Parish Hall 
kitchen  has a rotten spot that is  
usually covered by a water and dirt 
catching rug. But when the rug is out, 
the rotten spot is painfully obvious. 
Frank Chase is getting estimates for 
what it costs to repair/replace it.  
 
2019 First Draft Proposed Budget 
was emailed separately from this 
Agenda. The Finance Committee 
(Senior Warden Doreen Stachowski, 
Treasurer Rodger Watson, Rector 
Tom Rutherford, Vestry member Don 
Greer, and parishioner Dick Gore) 
meets Monday, November 19 to look 
at it, consider any changes, and offer 
the whole vestry a Proposed Budget to 
consider and adopt at our December 
meeting. Some considerations: 

À The First Draft has no raises for 
Staff, other than for the Assistant 
Rector to meet the Diocesan Min-
imum Clergy Compensation 
Package. 

 

À The 2019 Clergy Compensation 
Guidelines for the Diocese of 
Central Florida is what the dio-
cese recommends clergy be paid, 
based on the Average Sunday At-
tendance (ASA) of the congrega-
tion and the Credited Years of 
Service (how long theyõve been 
ordained). Our ASA so far this 
year is 304.  

 

À Rector Tom Rutherford has 25 
Credited Years of Service, so his 
compensation (stipend plus hous-
ing allowance) should be 
$111,700.  

 

 

 

Vestry Meeting Minutes continuedé... 
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DECISIONS (based on the Discussion 
last month):  
Laura Cook aspires to the priesthood. 
Vestry unanimously  
ENDORSED her to begin the  
Discernment Process. 
 
Father Sonér Alexandre was granted 
his R-1 Visa!   
1. Tom Rutherford requested the Ves-

try approve and fund the creation of 
Part-Time Priest Associate for 
$36,000/year ð starting December 1 
and continuing through 2019 ð 
with these details: 

a. Housing: $21,600 per year (the mar-
ket value for the rent on that house 
is $1,500/month + $300 utilities & 
trash/month X 12 = $21,600). 

b. Cash stipend: $14,400, which 
equals $1,200/month.  

2. Weõre already giving him housing 
and pay that out of Outreach, so 
that wonõt cost us any more than 
we already have chosen to pay. 

3. We have $6,200 in gifts that have 
come in for the Alexandres, which 
is parked in a Designated Account 
and can fund the first 5 months of 
his stipend (through April). 

4. Tom expects more financial dona-
tions will come in from folks in 
South Carolina, who first connect-
ed us with the Alexandres. Those 
will help fund the position after 
that. 

5. Tom and Sonér are working on a 
job description so his 20 hours per 
week offers the most benefit to the 
Messiah family.  

6. Tom and the Diocese are working 
to find Sonér work in other congre-
gations that will help him earn 
more. 

7. The worst-case scenario is ð if no 
other designated gifts come in ð 
this would cost us $8,200 from May
-December. 

8. Having Sonér on staff will help cov-
er pastoral and liturgical needs 
while Tom may be on sabbatical 
from May-July. 

C. Vestry APPROVED. 
 

Monthly Financial Update  
 

  
(As of October 31, 2018) 

Operating Income ......... $484,266.29 
Operating Expenses ........... $564,926.01 
Net ..................................... (80,659.72) 
 
ALL Building Fund Income
 ............................................... $513,061.22 
ALL Building Fund Expense
 ........................................... $525,022.58 
NET ....................................... (11,961.36) 
Contingency-Debt Reduction..-0-
NET ....................................... (11,961.36) 

À Will max out his Episcopal Pen-
sion in June of 2023 with 30 years 

  of service, and  

À Faces mandatory retirement at age 
72 in April 2027. 

 

À Tom expects this sabbatical time 
will help him discern which of 
those retirement scenarios would 
most benefit the Messiah family, 
the Kingdom of God, and himself 
and his family: trusting the same 
scenario will be best for all three. 

 
Tom asks us to bump Childrenõs 
Minister Angela Lopezõs position 
from ½ time to ¾ time, with a corre-
sponding increase in compensation. 
We do not have to provide medical 
insurance for Angela, as she receives 
that through her husbandõs employ-
ment. 
 
Youth Minister Janie Walton no 
longer needs medical insurance, as 
her husbandõs employment provides 
that, thus saving the parish $18,504 
next year, which will more than cover 
increasing the Childrenõs Ministry po-
sition from ½ to ¾ time. 
 
The Diocese now requires we pay 
them 12% of our Plate & Pledge In-
come, instead of 10%, due to General 
Conventionõs changing the Canons to 
require Dioceses to increase what they 
pay The Episcopal Church.  
 
If our income doesnõt increase to 
erase our deficit by the end of this 
year, our savings will cover it. But if 
income doesnõt increase by mid-2019, 
we will need to downsize or reconfig-
ure our staff. 
 
New fundraising idea: Patty Tate 
pitched offering Sponsorships for  
specific budget items to let parishion-
ers fund expenses theyõre especially 
interested in.  
 

 

Vestry Meeting Minutes continuedé... 

MEETING MINUTES &  
FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Minutes from the October meeting: 
APPROVED. 
October Financial Report from 
Treasurer Rodger Watson:  
APPROVED.  
 
Operating Account: Septemberõs 
income was $1,162.63 MORE than 
expenses, DECREASING our year-to
-date deficit to $80,659.72. PLEASE 
PRAY FOR GOD TO PROVIDE. 
 
Building Fund: Net Building Fund 
income (gifts, fundraising, and facili-
ty rental income, less expenses) was 
$1,529.67 LESS that what we needed 
to cover the mortgage of $12,891.97. 
That deficit was covered by our Con-
tingency Fund.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Tom Rutherford,  
acting Clerk 
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1st Sunday 
of the 
month  
is BAG SUNDAY 
Please bring non-perishable food 
items to church for the Food 
Pantry at the Christian Service 
Center in Ocoee. They  
particularly request : 

 ̈canned beef stew 

 ̈spaghetti and meatballs 

 ̈peanut butter 

 ̈Jelly 

 ̈dry soup mixes or canned 
soup 

 ̈macaroni and cheese  
 dinners,  

 ̈canned tuna, etc. 

 
 

 

Honez 

Brown bags are available for you to 
take home the week before Bag Sunday 
to fill and return for donation to the 
Christian Service Center.  

 

Christian Service Director 
Rosemary Wilson and volunteers  

are very grateful.  

A carload of food was taken to the 
Christian Service Center in November! 

Thanks Messiah folks  
for your donations!  



 

Coin Jars help the  
Building Fund 
The  
mason jars on the  
credenza  
outside  
the offices  
are one of  
our  
fundraising  
ways you can help our Building 
Fund.  
 
Take a jar home, put your spare 
coins in it, and when itõs full bring it 
to church with your name on it. 
Your annual giving statement will 
include this gift. Take another jar 
and repeat. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

If you know of someone who is in 
need of special prayers for healing, 
body or soul, please let the Monday 
Ladiesõ Knitters know.  

Contact: 
Marsha Dymond (407-491-4048) or  

Trudie Carr (407-299-2081)  
for further information. 
Monetary donations are  

accepted for the cost of yarn. 

Messiah Knitters: 
Bring your knitting needles (or 
any other type of needlework)  
and join a group of knitters for  
fellowship in the foyer outside 
the Offices on  

MONDAYS FROM 3-5:00PM 

Seniors First  
needs volunteers to deliver 
Meals on Wheels to the  
elderly. They especially have a 
volunteer shortage in West  
Orlando. Please contact  
Lorraine Shumaker at  
407-615-8982 or  
lshumake@seniorsfirstinc.org if 
you can help. There is more  
information on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex. 

 
 

Free Blood Pressure Screening  
on the second 
Sunday  
of each month  
 
Barbara 
Knappman, our  
Parish Nurse 
and volunteer 
health care  
professionals from our  
congregation will take your 
blood pressure and offer  
educational resources about 
what the numbers mean after 
each service. 

Please pray for our  
expectant mothers: 

Claudia Kallesen 
Ianna Paul  
Rachel Smith 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preschool News  
By Barbara Ellerbe 
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Preschool  
Thanksgiving Feast  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiO54f2i-beAhUPq1MKHUC7AU0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fclipart%2F1771331.htm&psig=AOvVaw2tfbSqvkle-K9bgIy8xg4e&ust=1542910559622999
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Painting Like a Pro!  
Black & White Theme 

Monday 

December 10th  
6-8pm 

$25 
Please sign up with 
Garine Adams at  
garineadams@gmail.com 

Childcare included 
  

Outreach News 
 
 
The Outreach Team has partnered with Dillard St. Elementary 
to provide Christmas gifts for children in need.  Please stop by 
our angel tree near the main entrance to select a child to 
purchase a gift or two for.  Do not wrap the gifts, they may 
be placed in gift bags. All gifts should be  
returned by Sunday December 9.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Angela Lopez,  

Children's Minister at ifrog1980@gmail.com  

 to Frank Chase and his 

crew for  

transforming the  

childrenċs area of the 

Youth Hall into a clean 

and beautiful place!!   

We are very grateful for  

     all your hard work! 
  

Love from Children of the Messiah preschool staff & children 
And Messiahõs Childrenõs Ministry staff, helpers, Shine Club & Childrenõs Church! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjdwpHmiebeAhWLrFMKHVuzA00QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F145733737920688087%2F&psig=AOvVaw33Riv82U9Mnd1WzTvkPGgk&ust=1542909895549107
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjOwau6tfXeAhUNt1MKHaZqBDIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.embroideryonline.com%2Fproducts%2Fdesigns%2Fbrand%2Foesd%2Fangel-tree-topper-ornament-fsl%2F&psig=AOvV
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiyo6vriubeAhXPy1MKHZEzDEQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.zazzle.com%2Fthank_you_pink_hearts_vintage_mason_jar_love_postcard-239413357803603487&psig=AOvVaw33Riv82U9Mnd1WzTvkPG


 

 

Thanks to a generous parishioner 
and SHINE parent we were able to 
take 25 people to Universal Studios 
and Islands of Adventure!  
 
There were clergy, staff, parents,  
elementary, middle and high school 
kids having a blast playing and 
laughing together.  
 
We enjoyed lunch at Circus  
Mcgurkis, met some  
characters and battled each 
other on Men in Black Alien 
Attack. We enjoyed a ride 
on Hogwarts express, flew 
on hippogryfs and spun in a 
Storm surge. And I think we 
looked awesome in our  
purple CHURCH OF THE 
MESSIAH shirts!  
 
Thanks to my drivers and  
chaperones it was a  
beautiful day! 
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Angela Lopez, Childrenõs Minister 
ifrog1980@gmail.com  
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