SERMON NOTES

Last Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 29, Year C * November 23, 2025
Sermon by the Reverend Tom Rutherford
Jeremiah 23:1-6 * Psalm 46 * Colossians 1:11-20 * Luke 23:33-43
JESUS’ SONG TO YOU!

YOUR LABOR IS NOT IN VAIN
By Wendell Kimbrough, Paul Zach, and Isaac Wardell

Your labor is not in vain,

though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained.
Your planting and reaping are never the same,

But your labor is not in vain.

Your labor is not unknown,

though the rocks they cry out, and the sea it may groan.
The place of your toil may not seem like a home,

but your labor is not unknown.

| am with you, | am with you. | am with you, | am with you,
For | have called you, called you by name. Your labor is not in vain.

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit,

the fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth,
for all that is old will at last be made new:

the vineyards you plant will bear fruit.

The houses you labored to build

will finally with laughter and joy be filled.

The serpent that hurts and destroys shall be killed,
and all that is broken be healed.

NEXT WEEK’S LESSONS
Isaiah 2:1-5 * Psalm 122 * Romans 13:11-14 * Matthew 24:36-44

Chewing on Our Daily Bread

Questions for conversation with your family, small group, or a friend

SEE THE SONG ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS SHEET.
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Verse 1: In your life right now, what are you
“planting” that you’re NOT seeing many results from?
What are you trying to do to make it more fruitful?

Verse 2: What’s a good thing you’re doing in your life
right now, that it appears no one is noticing? Or
appreciating? Why are you doing it?

Verse 3: What is something you did in your past that
is bearing good fruit now? How long did it take for that
fruit to appear?

Verse 4: What has the serpent (the devil) tried to
hurt, destroy, or break in your life? Did he succeed? Has
God helped or healed that loss? How or how not?

PRAY:

Thanking God for the fruit you’ve seen from your
efforts in the past.

For God to make your current efforts fruitful,
whether anyone notices or cares or not.

If you are still reeling from the serpent’s attack you
described in #4 above, pray for the LORD to help or heal
what was — or is — broken. If the LORD already did that,
thank him for doing so.

For any needs in your group.



