
SERMON NOTES 
2nd Sunday of Advent, Year A * December 7, 2025 

Sermon by the Reverend Tom Rutherford 
Isaiah 11:1-10 * Psalm 72 * Romans 15:4-13 * Matthew 3:1-12 

Sunday Suppers 
Once upon a time… 
 1950’s 
 1960’s 
 1970’s 
 1980’s 
 1990’s 
 2000’s 
 2010’s 
Romans 15:5-13 
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the 
same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so 
that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 And now: Sunday Suppers at 5:30 in the Parish Hall 
 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 
bring praise to God,  
 
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews 
(INSIDERS/”US”) on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made 
to the patriarchs might be confirmed and, moreover, that the 
Gentiles (OUTSIDERS/”THEM”) might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing 
praises of your name.” Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with 
[God’s] people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all 
the peoples praise him.” 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Next Week’s Lessons 
Isaiah 35:1-10 * Canticle 15, BCP 91 * James 5:7-10 *  

Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Chewing on Our Daily Bread 
Questions for conversation with your family, small group, or a friend 

 
1. How has the Messiah family helped you in any area of 

your life? 
 
 

2. Has being in the Messiah family helped you be more 
open to helping others? How or how not? 
 
 

3. Who is a “Gentile” (someone outside your usual circle of 
friends or acquaintances) you helped recently? What did 
you do? 
 
 

4. How might you be able to help develop Sunday Suppers 
and/or serve the people God will bring to it? 
 
 

5. PRAY: 
 Thanking God for the ways the Messiah family has 

helped you. 
 For opportunities to serve “Gentiles.” 
 For grace to do what you mentioned in #4 above. 
 For any needs in your group. 

 


