SERMON NOTES

2" Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A * January 18, 2026
Sermon by the Reverend Tom Rutherford
Isaiah 49:1-7 * Psalm 40 * 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 * John 1:29-41
Why We Do What We Do: Word AND Sacrament

In a Protestant Church (Baptist,
Presbyterian, Methodist,
Lutheran, Non-denominational,
Pentecostal, etc.)?

In a Roman Catholic Church?

ALMIGHTY God,

whose Son our SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST is the LIGHT OF THE WORLD:
Grant that YOUR PEOPLE,

Grant that your people, ILLUMINED BY YOUR WORD

Grant that your people, ILLUMINED by your Word and SACRAMENTS,
may SHINE WITH THE RADIANCE OF CHRIST’S GLORY,

that he may be KNOWN,

that he may be known, WORSHIPED,

be known, worshiped, and OBEYED to the ends of the earth;
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the
world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and
Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he

may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives

and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. BCP 215

Next Week’s Lessons
Isaiah 9:1-4 * Psalm 27 * 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 * Matthew 4:12-23

Chewing on Our Daily Bread

Questions for conversation with your family, small group, or a friend

1. What is your church background —if any? How has being

part of that tradition — or NOT being part of any church —
influenced who you are today?

2. How has God spoken to you through the Bible? What's a

story or passage that has influenced your life? And how?

3. How and when has God touched you through a

sacrament (baptism, communion, confirmation,
marriage, private confessions, anointing with oil for
healing, or ordination)?

4. What aspect of your life reflects the love of Jesus to

others? How might the Lord polish you, so you reflect
that love more brightly?

5. PRAY:

+ Thanking God for the ways he’s shown himself to you.

+ Thanking God for the ways he shows himself to others
through you.

+ Asking God to polish you, so you reflect his love more
brightly.

+ For any needs in your group.



