
SERMON NOTES 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A * January 25, 2026 

Sermon by the Reverend Tom Rutherford  
Isaiah 9:1-4 * Psalm 27 * 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 * Matthew 4:12-23 

Fishing for WHAT???? 
 

“Come, follow me, and I will send you out to fish for people.”  
Matthew 4:19 

WHY would we fish for people?             HOW do we fish for people? 

We have great B_____! 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light”    Isaiah 9:2 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?  

The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?  
Psalm 27:1 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease 
and sickness among the people”      Matthew 4:24-25 

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, that all of you agree with one 
another and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in mind and thought.    1 Corinthians 1:10 

We offer a S______ place in a H______ world. 

Large crowds from the entire region followed him.         Matthew 4:25  

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that 
we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.                              Book of Common Prayer, page 215 

 
Next Week’s Lessons 

Micah 6:1-8 * Psalm 15 * 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 * Matthew 5:1-12 

Chewing on Our Daily Bread 
 Questions for conversation with your family, small group, or a friend 

 
1. How have you benefited from being in the Messiah 

family? 
 
 

2. What benefits does the Messiah family offer someone 
who doesn’t have a church family of their own? 
 
 

3. Whom do you know that’s going through a difficult time, 
and doesn’t have a church family to help them through 
it? What’s going on with them? 
  
 

4. What does the Messiah family offer that could help that 
person? How could you share that with them? When 
could you do it? 
 
 
 

5. PRAY: 
 Thanking God for how the Messiah family has helped 

you. 
 For the person, you mentioned in #3 above: for God to 

help them and meet their needs. 
 For an opportunity to share with that person how the 

Messiah family could help them, and for the courage to 
do it. 

 For any needs in your group. 


