SERMON NOTES

2"d Sunday of Christmas, Year A * January 4, 2026
Sermon by the Reverend Tom Rutherford
Jeremiah 31:7-14 * Psalm 84 * Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a *
Matthew 2:1-23
Be careful what you pray!!!
God has a plan, place, function, ministry, task, and call for each of us.

WHAT’S THE CALL?

“1 will gather my people from the ends of the earth. Among them will
be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor; a

great throng will return to me.” Jeremiah 31:8

Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising
you. Happy are the people whose strength is in you! Whose hearts
are set on the pilgrims’ way. Psalm 84:3-4

“Our hearts are restless until we find our rest in you, O Lord.”
St Augustine of Hippo

God chose us before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his
sons and daughters through Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:4-5
WHAT’S THE COST?

Wise men came from the east...

They presented him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
God spoke to the wise men and Joseph in dreams...

¥ What’s God calling us to leave behind?

% What’s God calling us to give?

% What’s God calling us to do in this next year?

Next Week’s Lessons
Isaiah 42:1-9 * Psalm 29 * Acts 10:34-43 * Matthew 3:13-17

Chewing on Our Daily Bread

Questions for conversation with your family, small group, or a friend

1. Tell about a prayer God answered... but NOT as you
expected... or maybe even wanted(!).

2. What is a benefit you enjoy because you choose to
gather together with the Messiah family?

3. St Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless until they find
their rest in you, O Lord.” How have you experienced
that to be true in your life? Or not?

4. Inyour life what has God called you to leave behind or
to give in order to get closer to him or to follow him?

5. PRAY:

4+ Thanking God for the prayers he’s answered for you...
even when the answers were not what you expected.

+ Thanking God for the benefits of being in the Messiah
family.

4+ Thanking God for the rest and peace you’ve found in
him.

+ For grace to leave behind or give whatever God asks you
to in order to get closer to him.

+ For any needs in your group.



